TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
HIEROME BUSLYDE
Provost of Arienn, and CounseUowre of the Catholike Kinge Charles
PETER  GYLES,   CITIZEIN   OF  ANTWERPE,  WISHETH
HEALTH AND  FELICITIE
THOMAS MORE the singular ornamente of this our age, as you your
self (right honourable Buslide) can witnesse, to whom he is per-
fectly wel knowen, sent unto me this other day the ylande of Uto-
pia, to very few as yet knowen, but most worthy. Which as farre
exceling Plato es commen weal the, all people should be willinge to
know: specially of a man most eloquent so finely set furth, so con-
ningly painted out, and so evidently subject to the eye, that as oft as
I reade it, me thinketh that I see somwhat more, then when I heard
Raphael Hythloday himselfe (for I was present at that talke as well
as master More) utteryng and pronouncing his owne woordes: Yea,
though the same man, accordinge to his pure eloquence, did so open
and declare the matter, that he might plainely enough appeare, to re-
porte not thinges which he had learned of others onelye by hearesay,
but which he had with his own eyes presently sene, and throughly
vewed, and wherin he had no smal time bene conversant and abiding:
a man trulie, in mine opinion, as touching the knowledge of regions,
peoples, and worldly experience, muche passinge, yea even the very
famous and renowmed travailer Ulysses; and in dede suche a one,
as for the space of these viij. c. yeres past I think nature into the
worlde brought not furth his like: in comparison of whom Vespuce
maye be thought to have sene nothing.
Moreover, wheras we be wont more effectually and pitthely to de-
clare and expresse thinges that we have sene, then whiche we have
but onelye hearde, there was besides that in this man a certen peculiar
grace, and singular dexteritie to discrive and set furth a matter
withalL Yet the selfe same thinges as ofte as I beholde and consider
them drawen and painted oute with master Mores pensille, I am
therwith so moved, so delited, so inflamed, and so rapt, that some-
time me think I am presently conversaunt, even in the ylande of
Utopia.
And I promise you, I can skante beleve that Raphael himself by al
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